2018 VALUE ADJUSTMENT BOARD


Minutes of the January Monthly VAB Meeting

Thursday, January 10, 2019
9:00 AM, Council Chambers

1st Floor, City Hall (St. James)

Council Member Scott Wilson, Chairman



Cheryl Brown, VAB Clerk, Excused
Council Member Joyce Morgan





Heather Pelegrin, VAB Supervisor

School Board Member Cheryl Grymes,




Nichole Oswald, VAB Staff
Council Appointed Citizen Member Shirley Dasher




School Board Appointed Citizen Member Denise Wallace, arrived 9:54 AM
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

In Attendance:

William H. Jeter, Jr., VAB Attorney

Loree French, Counsel to the Property Appraiser
Jerry Holland, Property Appraiser
Keith Hicks, Chief Appraiser

Harry Guetherman, Commercial Division Chief, PAO
Jim Ogburn, Residential Division Chief, PAO
Dana Clark, Customer Service Division Chief, PAO
Laura Winter, Customer Service Division Supervisor, PAO

Chairman Wilson called the meeting to order at 9:06 AM

1. Introductions of Board and staff.  
2. Chairman Wilson stated the first item on the agenda was to approve the 2018 VAB Organizational Meeting Minutes.  Council Member Morgan made a motion to approve the Meeting Minutes from the 2018 VAB Organizational Meeting.  2nd by Citizen Member Dasher.  Board approved 4–0.

3. William Jeter, VAB Attorney, provided an explanation regarding VAB petitions 200, 406 & 702.  Two separate Special Magistrates heard the three petitions, which were all in the same condo building.  There were three different outcomes.  Mr. Jeter recommended sending all three of the petitions and hearing materials to a new Special Magistrate to write a new recommended decision for all three petitions.  One of the affected Petitioners, M.C. Harden, III, appeared and spoke in favor of the deferral.  The Property Appraiser also spoke in favor of the deferral.  School Board Member Grymes made a motion to remand VAB petitions 200, 406 & 702 to a new Special Magistrate for review and to write up a new recommended decision.  2nd by Citizen Member Dasher.  Board approved 4 – 0.
4. William Jeter, VAB Attorney, explained the Public Comments procedures.
5. Public Comments section:
· VAB # 198 – M.C. Harden III, Petitioner’s representative requested a deferral of the recommended decision.  Discussion by the Property Appraiser’s Office, Board members & Mr. Jeter.  Mr. Jeter explained the options for the request and recommended decision.  School Board Member Grymes made a motion to defer the recommended decision for VAB petition 198 and allow both parties to send letters to Mr. Jeter with their arguments.  Mr. Jeter will then report back to the Board at the February 14, 2019 Board meeting with his findings.  2nd by Council Member Morgan.  Board approved 4 – 0.
6. Consider the recommended decisions listed on the 5 page excel spreadsheet for the 2018 January 10, 2019 VAB Meeting.  Council Member Morgan made a motion to approve all of the recommended decisions on the excel spreadsheet except VAB petition #’s 198, 200, 406 & 702.  2nd by School Board Member Grymes.  Board approved 4–0.
7. Mr. Jeter gave an explanation regarding late filed petitions.  He specifically referred the VAB to, and read from the provisions of Rule 12D-9.015(14) Florida Administrative Code.  He informed the Board that the last regularly scheduled VAB hearings are approaching and that any further late filed petitions should be considered in light of whether the granting of their late-filing would be harmful to the taxing process.  He also informed the Board that any late filed petitions received going forward would continue to be reviewed and that he would continue to take the “Good Cause” rule into consideration when making his determination.
8. Mr. Jeter informed the Board members that all of the Special Magistrates licenses expired on November 30, 2018.  He has checked all licensures and all of the Special Magistrates have renewed their licenses and are up to date and legal to conduct hearings.

9. Mr. Jeter provided an explanation to the 2018 Board members regarding the pending lawsuit with the Property Appraiser’s Office.  He explained that an agreement has been reached for the 2016 & 2017 VABs, which would also affect the 2018 VAB.  A copy of the proposed settlement agreement was provided to the 2016, 2017 & 2018 Board members ahead of the meeting for their review.  The stipulation agreement states that the 2016, 2017 & 2018 VABs, VAB staff, Special Magistrates, the VAB Attorney, the Property Appraiser & his staff, as well as any other interested parties will attend a non-binding Joint Workshop conducted by the Department of Revenue (DOR), so long as the DOR agrees to conduct said workshop.  Chairman Wilson asked Jerry Holland, Property Appraiser, if he would like to make any comments.  Mr. Holland agreed with Mr. Jeter’s explanation and he expressed an intent and a desire that all parties approach the Workshop in “good faith.”  Citizen Member Wallace arrived at 9:54 AM during the discussion.  Council Member Morgan made a motion to approve the settlement agreement for the 2018 VAB.  2nd by School Board Member Grymes.  Board approved 5 – 0.
10. Chairman Wilson asked if there was any other business before the Board, seeing none, he announced the next Board meeting date & time and the meeting was adjourned.
Announce date and location of next 2018 VAB meeting:

Thursday, February 14, 2019 at 9:00 am







      
1st Floor, City Hall, Council Chambers
Meeting was adjourned at 10:00 AM.
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